
All Saints, Thorney Hill 
Nine Lessons and Carols 

A very warm welcome to the service tonight. 

 
Once in royal David's city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her Baby 
In a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little Child. 

2. He came down to earth from heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And His shelter was a stable, 
And His cradle was a stall; 
With the poor, and mean, and lowly, 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 
3.And through all His wondrous childhood 
He would honour and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden, 
In whose gentle arms He lay: 
Christian children all must be 
Mild, obedient, good as He. 

 

4. For he is our childhood's pattern; 
Day by day, like us He grew; 
He was little, weak and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us He knew; 
And He feeleth for our sadness, 
And He shareth in our gladness. 

5. And our eyes at last shall see Him, 
Through His own redeeming love; 
For that Child so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in heaven above, 
And He leads His children on 
To the place where He is gone. 

6. Not in that poor lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see Him; but in heaven, 
Set at God's right hand on high; 
Where like stars His children crowned 
All in white shall wait around. 

 
Welcome and Bidding Prayer 
 
Reading Isaiah 9:2-7 A rescuer king is promised  

After each reading, the response to the words ‘this is the word of 
the Lord’ is ‘thanks be to God’. 

 
 
1 Infant holy, infant lowly, 
for His bed a cattle stall; 
oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 
Swift are winging angels singing, 
noels ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all, 
Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

2 Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping 
vigil till the morning new 
saw the glory, heard the story, 
tidings of the gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 
praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 
Christ the Babe was born for you. 

 
 
Reading Isaiah 53:1-9 The rescuer king will suffer for the sin of others 
 



Carol When a Child is Born 
Simon Stell - Guitar 

 
Reading Zechariah 9:9-10 The rescuer king will come in great humility 
 
While shepherds watched their 
flocks by night, 
All seated on the ground, 
The angel of the Lord came down, 
And glory shone around. 
 
2. "Fear not," said he, for mighty dread 
Had seized their troubled mind, 
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
To you and all mankind. " 
 
3. "To you, in David's town this day, 
Is born of David's line 
The Saviour who is Christ the Lord, 
And this shall be the sign: 

4.The heavenly Babe you there shall find 
To human view displayed, 
All meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 
And in a manger laid. " 
 
5.Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith 
Appeared a shining throng 
Of angels praising God and thus 
Addressed their joyful song: 
 
6."All glory be to God on high 
And on the earth be peace, 
Goodwill henceforth from heaven to men 
Begin and never cease. " 

 
Reading Luke 1:26-38 The king’s birth is announced to Mary 
 
Organ interlude: In Dulce Jubilo  
 
Reading Matthew 1:18-25 The king’s birth is announced to Joseph  
 
The holly and the ivy, 
When they are both full grown 
Of all the trees that are in the wood 
The holly bears the crown 
O the rising of the sun 
And the running of the deer 
The playing of the merry organ 
Sweet singing of the choir 
3. The holly bears a berry 
As red as any blood 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
To do poor sinners good 
 
5. The holly bears a bark 
As bitter as any gall; 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
For to redeem us all. 
 
 

2. The holly bears a blossom 
As white as lily flower 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
To be our sweet Saviour 
 
 
 
 
4. The holly bears a prickle 
As sharp as any thorn; 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
On Christmas Day in the morn. 
 
6. The holly and the ivy 
Now both are full well grown, 
Of all the trees that are in the wood, 
The holly bears the crown. 
 

Reading Luke 2:1-7 The birth of the king 



O little town of Bethlehem 
How still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight 
 
3. How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him still, 
The dear Christ enters in. 

2. O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing to God the King 
And Peace to men on earth 
For Christ is born of Mary 
And gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love  
 
4. O holy Child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us, we pray 
Cast out our sin and enter in 
Be born to us today 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell 
O come to us, abide with us 
Our Lord Emmanuel 
 

Reading Luke 2:8-20 The message of rescue is announced to the 
shepherds 

 
In the bleak mid-winter 
Frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, 
Water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
Snow on snow, 
In the bleak mid-winter 
Long ago. 
 
2.Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him 
Nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away 
When He comes to reign: 
In the bleak mid-winter 
A stable-place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty, 
Jesus Christ. 
 
3.Enough for Him, whom cherubim 
Worship night and day, 
A breastful of milk 
And a mangerful of hay; 
Enough for Him, whom angels 
Fall down before, 
The ox and ass and camel 
Which adore. 

4. Angels and archangels 
May have gathered there, 
Cherubim and seraphim 
Thronged the air, 
But only His mother 
In her maiden bliss, 
Worshipped the Beloved 
With a kiss. 
 
5. What can I give Him, 
Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb, 
If I were a wise man 
I would do my part, 
Yet what I can I give Him, 
Give my heart. 
 



 
 
Reading Philippians  2:5-11 Jesus, though God, made himself one of us 
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of 
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness 
of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Sermon 
 
1. Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round yon Virgin Mother and Child, 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in Heavenly peace! 
 
2. Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from Heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia, 
Christ, the Saviour, is born! 
 

3. Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, Love’s pure light 
radiant, beams from Thy Holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 
 

   
Reading Revelation 5:11-13 Jesus Christ, the lamb of God, is praised for 

the rescue he has accomplished 
 
O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him 
Born the King of Angels: 
 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 
 

2. God of God, 
Light of Light, 
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
Very God, 
Begotten, not created: 
 
3. Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above! 
Glory to God 
In the highest: 

   
The Blessing 
 


