Ben, Kelly and the family
away leading a holiday for
80 young people 14th-22nd
August: please pray!

Services
SUNDAY
8.00 Holy
Communion at St
Mary’s
9.20 Holy
Communion or
Matins at All Saints

ST MARY’S & ALL
SAINTS NEWS
th

th

30 July -27 August
TRINITY 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11
Welcome to our service today! We meet in the
name of Jesus Christ to celebrate what he has
done for us, to listen to the word of God and to
speak to God in prayer. Children are welcome
at all of our services! At the 10.30, when it’s not
an all-age service, there is a crèche called
Scramblers (0-3), Explorers (4-7) and
Pathfinders (8+). Listen out for
announcements about refreshments served
after the service.

10.30 All-Age
Worship of Holy
Communion at St
Mary’s

Contacts
Vicar - The Revd Dr
Ben Sargent
Home - 01425
672850
Mob - 07990 695830
Emailvicar@bransgore.org
Website
www.bransgore.org
Church Office
01425 674213

Parish Prayer Bulletin
People: Darrol Reagan; Adrian; Bella, Joshua and Joseph; Pat Wainwright; Ron Baldwin;
Coral Ray; Annie Cooper;
Events and institutions: For the next Christianity Explored course and its attendees;
Children, teachers and all who work at school as the rest for the summer

Will be used to
prepare adults
for baptism and
confirmation!

3 Saturday Mornings, 8.45-10.00 on 30/9, 7/10
and14/10 (with a bacon sandwich!)
If you’re planning on spending some muchneeded time reading this summer, get a copy of
this! The whole PCC have been reading it and we
think you’d find it helpful too. Whether you love
church or simply tolerate it, there’s plenty for you
to get your teeth into in this short and easy-toread book. Yours for only £5!
“The church has an image problem. It is widely
viewed in the world at large as being outdated,
boring, irrelevant and filled with backbiting
hypocrites. How different that picture is to how
the Bible talks about the new family that Jesus
has gathered. It is a precious bride, a sparkling
jewel, a lifeboat for forgiven sinners that is
precious and holy; nurturing and warm; filled
with truth, friendship and all embracing,
forgiving love. Sam Allberry understands the
collision between these two views, and how, even
as Christian believers, we can lose sight of how
truly wonderful church is and should be, and
what a privilege it is to be part of, and to serve.”

• A new member of the Godzone team – helping to run the afterschool club on
Wednesday afternoons in term-time, 3.00-5.00. No expertise needed except
patience and humour!
• Three or four people happy to spend an hour a month, spring to autumn, either
strimming or mowing the new churchyard at St Mary’s.
• Four couples (pairs of people, not necessarily an item!) to help offer our reduced
summer holiday young church. Each couple would supervise one Sunday session in
the summer, mainly involving playing a Bible-based film and making sure there are
no fights! This is to give our hard-working group leaders a few, well-deserved,
weeks off over the summer.
To volunteer or to find out more, please speak to Ben.

Recent talks now
on the website.
Of course, there’s
no substitute for
actually being at
Church, but for
those times when
you miss meeting
with us, are busy
leading a children’s
group or just fall
asleep, you can now
catch up online at
www.bransgore.org
/recent-talks

SONGS FOR THE JOURNEY
August talks from the Psalms

9th September
Visit as many churches as possible, by foot, pedal or hoof and get sponsored! The
money will be split between the Historic Churches Trust and our parish. Find out more
from www.hihict.org.uk or contact Ingrid Tomkins 673092. All Saints' Church will be
open from 10 am to 6 pm welcoming anyone who comes riding or striding up the hill.

Service Teams are on their way to St Mary’s 10.30 Service!
This week you’re reading, next week you’re doing creche and coffee, the week after you were meant to
be doing prayers but you’ve swapped with someone who swapped with someone else who swapped with
someone else…No one’s quite sure who’s now doing it, but someone’s bound to get up and do it when
the time comes! It will no longer be so! Rota reorganisation and simplification is on its way in the form of
‘Service Teams’, a bold new plan of the PCC to make serving at church easier. It goes something like this:
• Each Sunday, apart from when there’s All Age Worship, will have a designated service team with a
team leader from the PCC.
• There will be four teams (A, B, C and (you’ve guessed it) D.
• If you serve, you’ll only be in one team. That means you’ll only have a duty once every five weeks.
• If you want to swap, you don’t need to arrange this yourself, you just need to tell your service
team leader.
• If you currently do lots of different duties, you’ll probably be doing less in the new scheme. This is
to ease the strain on you and to involve more people in serving.
Why are we doing this? The old system wasn’t so bad.
• Quite right! It’s worked very well and Jenny Miles has been very good at ‘squaring the circle’ and a
small number of people have worked very hard in lots of different roles, all of which is greatly
appreciated.
• We want to involve more people and put less strain on those who serve.
• We want those to serve to have more ‘normal’ Sundays in Church, without a duty to perform
• We want to foster a greater sense of working together: service teams will be intergenerational and
will have occasional social events to help us get to know each other better as we serve together.
Of course, there are bound to be a few teething issues – there always are with new systems. I hope that
very quickly we’ll all see and feel the benefits of this small set of changes. The service teams, their leaders
and members, will be publicised well before the end of August.

